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SUBJECT: GIBSON SITHOLE 

1 . EMBOFF HAS INQUIRED INTO GIBSON SITHOLE’S BONA FIDES 
SINCE HE IS BEING WIDELY QUOTED IN SOUTH AFRICAN PRESS. 

UNHCR REP SABITI STATED THAT SITHOLE SHOWED UP APPROXIMATELY 
TEN DAYS AGO CLAIMING TO BE REV. SITHOLE'S SON. HE ALLEGED 
THAT HE HAD LEFT UNIVERSITY OF RHODESIA WHERE HE HAD BEEN 
STUDYING LAW AND THAT, FOR UNEXPLAINED REASONS, HE HAD GONE 
TO MAPUTO WHERE HE WAS LIVING WITH MUGABE. HE SAID HE FLED 
MOZAMBIQUE FEARING THAT OTHER REFUGEES INTENDED HIM BODILY 
HARM BECAUSE OF HIS FATHER S POLITICAL ACTIONS IN RHODESIA. 

SABITI QUESTIONED HIS BONA FIDES AS A REFUGEE AND SENT HIM 

TO THE GOS REFUGEE OFFICE, WHICH SHARED THOSE DOUBTS AND 
REFUSED TO ISSUE HIM A GOS REFUGEE TRAVEL DOCUMENT. 

2. NOEL MKONO CAME TO SWAZILAND AND TALKED TO SABITI ABOUT 
SITHOLE, AND INFORMED SABITI, SEVERAL DAYS BEFORE THE STORY 
BROKE, THAT THERE WOULD SOON BE A GROUP OF ZANU PEOPLE COMING 
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OUT OF MOZAMBIQUE INTO SWAZILAND. MKONO LEFT SWAZILAND AND 
APPARENTLY WENT TO THE RHODESIAN GOVERNMENT OFFICE IN PRETORIA, 
WHICH THEN CABLED THE GOS REQUESTING A REFUGEE TRAVEL DOCUMENT 
BE ISSUED TO SITHOLE. 

3. MKONO RETURNED AFTER THE ZANU ESCAPEES CAME TO SWAZILAND 
AND WAS PERMITTED TO TALK TO THEM; SITHOLE HAS NOT BEEN ALLOWED 
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TO SEE THEM. P.M. SHABANGU, PRIVATE SECRETARY TO THE PRIME 
MINISTER, AGREED WITH SABITI'S STATEMENT THAT SITHOLE IS NOT 
RPT NOT AN OFFICIAL OR UNOFFICIAL SPOKESMAN FOR THE ZANU 
ESCAPEES IN SWAZILAND. 

4. SITHOLE HAS TOLD WIDELY DIFFERING STORIES TO LOCAL MEDIA 

REPS, TO SOUTH AFRICAN PRESS, AND TO SABITI. ONE LOCAL 

REPORTER INFORMED EMBOFF THAT A LETTER SITHOLE WAS BRANDISHING, 

SUPPOSEDLY FROM REV. SITHOLE IN RHODESIA, HAD A LOCAL POSTMARK. 

AT PRESENT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO ESTABLISH SITHOLE'S BONA FIDES 
BUT THE PREVAILING LOCAL OPINION IS THAT HE IS A "PLANT'' SENT HERE FR 
OM RHODESIA TO DRUM UP PUBLICITY 
ABOUT THE ZANU ESCAPEES. 

WACHOB 
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